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What is the Aboriginal
Business Administration
Certificate (ABAC)
Program?
The Aboriginal Business Administration Certificate (ABAC) is designed to
provide a pathway for those Aboriginal students who do not meet the
criteria for direct admission or transfer admission to the undergraduate
program and for Aboriginal students who wish to obtain a certificate in
business but do not want to study in a four year degree program.
The ABAC program allows Aboriginal students to study business education
at the Edwards School of Business while concurrently mastering gaps
in their high school preparation. The program incorporates significant
student success activities designed to assist students with their transition
to studying business in a university setting. Students who successfully
complete all requirements of the ABAC program will earn an Aboriginal
Business Certificate of Proficiency from the University of Saskatchewan.
Upon successful completion, students may choose to apply to the Bachelor
of Commerce program during the regular application period.
Students in good standing who have met ABAC program standards will be
admitted to the Bachelor of Commerce degree program upon application
with 48 transfer credits.

Program Highlights
Two years to complete (based on 24 credits per year)
Flexible admission standards - direct entry, transfer or mature admission
Pathway programming is available for students who need to upgrade their high
school math
All credit classes transfer to the B.Comm. program upon successful completion
of the ABAC program should a student choose to pursue a four year business
degree
Over half the classes are cohort-based; students are in classes with their
program peers, creating a sense of community and belonging
Enhanced student supports are provided through non-credit business skills
courses, math tutoring, business visits and workshops led by Edwards staff
Certificate of Proficiency from the University of Saskatchewan upon completion

Math Bridging Program

If you are interested in a program at the University of Saskatchewan that requires
Foundations of Mathematics 30 and/or Pre-Calculus 30 (Grade 12 MATH B 30 and/
or MATH C 30), the Rawlinson Centre can help you upgrade while taking courses in
the ABAC program.

ABAC Program
Term 1 (Sept - Dec)
Commerce 101.3 - Intro to Business
Commerce 119.3 - Skills for Academic Success
Economics 111.3 - Intro to Microeconomics
One of English 111, 112, 113, or 114.3
Commerce 115.0 - Business School Life I

(Math Skills, English Writing Skills, Group Work)

Term 2 (Jan - April)
Commerce 100.3 - Business Communication
Commerce 105.3 - Intro to Organizational Behaviour
Commerce 115.0 - Business School Life I
Economics 114.3 - Intro to Macroeconomics
3 credits of Social Sciences or Humanities

Term 3 (Sept - Dec)
Commerce 120.0 - Business School Life II
Commerce 201.3 - Intro to Financial Accounting
Commerce 204.3 - Intro to Marketing
Math 104.3 or Math 102.3*
3 credits of Social Sciences or Humanities
*Students who have not taken Pre Calculus 30 are encouraged to enroll in Math 102

Term 4 (Jan - April)
Commerce 104.3 - Business Statistics I
Commerce 120.0 - Business School Life II
Commerce 203.3 - Intro to Finance
Commerce 211.3 - Human Resource Management
3 credits of 300 or 400-level Commerce Elective

Rawlinson Centre
The Rawlinson Centre is a dedicated space for Aboriginal business students.
You are encouraged to use the centre for studying, group meetings and
accessing resources. The Centre is fully equipped with a computer area,
resource materials, printer, telephone, fridge and lounge area.

Rawlinson Centre Services
Awards and Scholarships

There are thousands of dollars in
scholarships, awards and bursaries
available for Aboriginal students in
Edwards.

Math Bridging Program

The Saskatoon Catholic Cyber School
and the Edwards School of Business offer
a Grade 12 math program on campus
available to all students of Aboriginal
ancestry. The classes will be offered
in the evenings using the classroom
resources of the Edwards School of
Business and funding will be provided
through the generous support of the
Rawlinson Centre Trust Fund.

Professional Development Fund

Aboriginal business students enrolled
in the Edwards School of Business have
opportunities throughout their academic
career to be funded for a variety of
activities that support their academic
success and develop their professional
network.

Tutoring Assistance

Assistance is available for individuals
or small groups to receive extra help
in classes or to prepare for an exam or
assignment.

Student Ambassadors &
Volunteer Opportunities

Aboriginal business students can help to
promote business education to Aboriginal
youth. Developing professional networks
and being role models or mentors are
some of the ways Aboriginal Edwards
students and alumni can support the
Edwards School and their communities.

Elder Services

Many First Nations, Métis, and Inuit
students prefer to seek the support of an
Elder to assist in personal and professional
development. This guidance may be a
missing link in the transition to a new
home and institution that can be vital
in enhancing your student experience
at the Edwards School of Business. The
Rawlinson Centre is pleased to support
you in these efforts.

Cultural Events

Throughout the year the Rawlinson Centre
will host First Nation cultural events that
are open to students, faculty and staff.

Admission Requirements
Applicants must meet the following criteria:

Direct Entry Admission
n

First Nations, Métis or Inuit ancestry

n

Grade 12 standing or equivalent

n

n

Completed a minimum of Foundations of Math 20 or Pre-Calculus 20 or Math A30;
however, successful completion of Foundations of Math 30 or Math B30 and
MATH C30 is highly recommended
Meet the minimum university direct entry entrance average of 70%

Transfer Admission
n

First Nations, Métis or Inuit ancestry

n

Grade 12 standing or equivalent

n

Completed a minimum of Math B30 or equivalent; however, successful completion of
Foundations of Math 30 or MATH C30 is highly recommended

n

Have attempted 18 or more credit units of transferable post-secondary level studies

n

Meet the minimum university transfer entrance average of 60%

n

Transfer credit will not be rewarded for any cohort classes in the program

Mature Admission
n

First Nations, Métis or Inuit ancestry

n

Applicants must be 21 years of age by the first day of classes

n

Canadian citizen or a landed immigrant

n

Entering the first year of study; applicants who have completed 18 credit units or
more of university-level credits are not eligible to apply for Mature Admission

“Returning to university
after working at a job that
wasn’t going anywhere
for so many years has
been both refreshing
and fulfilling. Every day I
spend at Edwards makes
me feel I've accomplished
something and my life
is headed in a positive
direction."
- Jennifer Greyeyes

“I enjoy how the ABAC program gives me the resources
I need to succeed in my studies. It also helped me connect
with my peers taking the same classes, which made it
less scary going into lectures in my first year.”

- Carrie Sanderson

Tuition, fees, and textbooks
All certificate students must pay on-campus student fees. These fees are
subject to review and revision at any time and are non-refundable after
the add/drop deadline for a given term. For current tuition and fee rates,
please visit: students.usask.ca/money/tuition.php
Textbook expenses vary depending on the requirements of each course.
Generally, students should expect to budget between $100 and $200 per
course for textbooks and other materials.

How to Apply
To apply for the ABAC program, please fill out the application form at:

explore.usask.ca/admissions
If you have previously taken courses at the University of Saskatchewan, you
will apply in PAWS and you are exempt from paying the application fee.
ABAC students start the program in September (Term 1). The application
deadline is July 1.

The Edwards School develops business professionals to build nations.
The Edwards School of Business creates opportunities for dynamic learning and critical thinking.
We are grounded in our values of authenticity and integrity. We embrace the teacher-scholar
model, and deliver our mission through faculty with strong academic and professional expertise.
Our culture celebrates diversity and embraces pluralism. We engage our stakeholders to build value
in their communities.
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Student & Faculty Services Office
185 - 25 Campus Drive
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Tel: (306) 966-4785
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